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2Corinthians 1:4.

F B Meyer

Our Daily Homily

Who comforteth us in all our affliction, that we may be able to comfort. (r.v.)

Child of God, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which tries thee, as though some strange thing had happened. Rejoice,
inasmuch as it is a sure sign that thou art on the right track. All the saints have gone by this road, notably the writer of this Epistle.

Its keyword is affliction, because written amid afflictions so great that the apostle despaired of life. It is steeped in affliction, as a
handkerchief with the flowing blood of a fresh wound. But in this passage the apostle has built himself a little chamber of comfort,
the stones of which were quarried from the pit of his own sorrow. He blesses God, who had led him into affliction to teach him the art
of comfort, that by observing how God comforted, he might become proficient in the art.

The world is full of comfortless hearts — orphan. children crying in the night. Our God pities them, and would comfort them through
thee. But ere thou undertake this lofty ministry thou must be trained, and thou must therefore pass through the very trials that they
are exposed to. Now watch how God comforts thee. Keep a diary, if thou wilt, of his procedure. Ponder in thine heart the length of
each splint, the folds of each bandage, the ministration of each opiate, cordial, or drug. This will have a twofold effect, in turning thy
thoughts from thy miseries to thy mercies, and in taking away the sense of useless and aimless existence.

There is evidently scope for comfort even in heaven, for it is said that God will wipe away tears from all faces. Oh thou that art
sorrowful even unto death, be sure that some day the Comforter will get the victory over thy sorest griefs.

2 Corinthians 1:1-7

DAN Munro was a plastic surgeon at the University of Toronto. At one time, he was one of the few doctors in the world who could
take apart and then rebuild the skulls of infants who had Crouzon's disease.

The head of a child who suffers from this condition becomes so misshapen that the extreme pressure put on the brain can cause
mental retardation. Dr. Munro devised an operation in which as much as 90 percent of the skull and facial bones are broken in order
to reshape the skull.

The motivation behind Dr. Munro's pioneering efforts in this highly specialized field was his own child, who suffered brain damage as
a result of Crouzon's disease. A child's suffering created in the father's heart a deep sympathy for others with the same condition.

Dr. Munro's experience calls attention to the principle of 2 Corinthians 1:4. God in His grace uses the pain and suffering we
experience to make it possible for us to empathize with and help others.

When we receive consolation and spiritual understanding through our troubles, God wants us to use what we have learned to benefit
others.—H G Bosch

2Cor 1:3,4

A mother who lost her son asked an elderly Chinese philosopher how to overcome her deep grief.
"l can help you, but you must first bring me some mustard seed," said the old wise man.

"But you must get it at a home where there has never been any loss or sorrow."

Eagerly the woman started her search, but in every home she visited was someone who had lost a loved one or had known some
heartbreaking loss. Returning without any mustard seed, she exclaimed,

"How selfish | have been! Sorrow is common to all."

"Ah," said the philosopher, "you have learned a valuable lesson. Because you know sorrow, you can sympathize with others and
comfort them. And when you do, your own sorrow will be lessened.”

The best comforters are those whom God has comforted and who are willing to comfort others. —H G Bosch
GOD COMFORTS US TO MAKE US COMFORTERS.
2 Corinthians 1:3

What We Need



The heartbreaking stories keep coming. The friend whose grown daughter has left her husband and kids. The dads | recently met
who lost their teen sons in car accidents. The pillar of the church whose retirement years have been marked by a string of bad
medical news. You know the stories. You may have your own.

Where do we go for help when struggles and pain threaten to shake our faith and steal our last ounce of joy?
Second Corinthians 1:3 may be just the right destination. It is full of hope, help, and possibilities.

Examine what that verse tells us: Paul lifts praise to God on two levels (and remember, Paul had more struggles and trouble than
most of us could stand). First, he simply sends praise to God, who is not just our God but the God and Father of Jesus Himself.
Think about the power and the love behind that!

Then he gives us even better news: Our heavenly Father is the God of mercy and compassion. He cares for us with an everlasting,
gracious love. And there’s more—He is also the God of all comfort.

Need compassion? Need comfort? Go to God. He has an endless supply and is ready to pour it out on you in abundance. He is
what we need in times of trouble! — by Dave Branon

| must have the Savior with me,

For my faith at best is weak;

He will whisper words of comfort,

That no other voice can speak. —Crosby

God’s whisper of comfort helps quiet the noise of our trials.
2Corinthians 1:4

The English artist Joseph Turner once invited the clergyman and novelist Charles Kingsley to his studio to see a picture he had just
completed of a storm at sea. Filled with admiration, Kingsley inquired, "How did you make it so realistic?" The artist replied, "When |
decided to paint this scene, | thought it would be best to go to the coast of Holland and hire a fisherman to take me out in his boat
during an actual storm. | knew this was the only way | could get a feel for my subject. The boatman bound me to the mast so | could
watch the squall in safety. | not only observed it and sensed its power, but the tempest blew itself into me until | seemed to become a
part of it. When it was over, | was able to depict on canvas all the fury | had felt at sea."

So too, in the Christian life we may acquire some wisdom in times of prosperity, but oh, the deeper lessons we can learn in the
school of tribulation and sorrow! Experience is a great teacher. We learn the most from what affects us personally If you have
received consolation from the Lord in time of tribulation, God wants you to share with others the lessons you've learned. —H G
Bosch

GOD COMFORTS US NOT TO MAKE US COMFORTABLE, BUT TO MAKE US COMFORTERS.
2 Corinthians 1:4

God allows His children to experience sorrow and suffering that they may be better able to comfort others who are going through
deep waters. Today | received a letter from a dear Christian friend, Commissioner John Needham of the Salvation Army. It brought
to mind an incident that occurred in the central territory where he has been serving.

One day Commissioner Booth-Tucker was preaching in Chicago when a man stepped out of the crowd and said to him before the
entire audience, “Booth-Tucker, you can talk about how Christ is dear to you; but if your wife were dead, as my wife is, and you had
babies crying for their mother, you couldn’t say what you are saying.”

A few days later, Booth-Tucker lost his lovely wife in a tragic train accident. Her body was returned to Chicago for the funeral. As the
service concluded, the husband took his place by the casket and said, “The other day when | was preaching in this city, a man said
that if my wife were dead and my children were crying for their mother, | couldn’t say Christ was sufficient. If that man is here, | tell
him that Christ is sufficient! My heart is crushed, bleeding, and broken. But there is a song in my heart, and Christ put it there. The
Savior speaks comfort to me today.” The man was present, and on hearing that, he came down the aisle to surrender his life to the
Lord.

Are you going through troubled waters today? Just as the Savior is now sustaining you, He will enable you to make known His grace
and love to others who need comfort in their trials. - P R Van Gorder



2 Corinthians 1:4

Many years ago | read an article about lan Munro, a plastic surgeon at the University of Toronto. At that time, he was one of the few
doctors in the world who took apart and then rebuilt the skulls of infants who had Crouzon’s disease. The head of a child who suffers
from this condition becomes so misshapen that the extreme pressure put on the brain can cause mental retardation. Dr. Munro
devised an operation in which as much as 90 percent of the skull and facial bones are broken in order to reshape the skull. What
motivated Dr. Munro to pioneer in such a highly specialized field? His own child is mentally deficient as a result of Crouzon’s
disease. This created in that father’s heart deep sympathy for those who suffer from the same condition. -H G Bosch

2Corinthians 1:7

While riding on a train through a small town in Georgia, my friend E. Schuyler English observed a large sign painted on the side of a
fix-it shop. It read, "We can mend everything but a broken heart." That may be a bit of an exaggeration, but it is also clever
advertising.

That sign raises a vital question—is there anything that can mend a broken heart? When sadness darkens each day and grief
overwhelms us, where do we turn for comfort and help? Can the human wisdom of friends, family, or business associates—as well-
meaning as they may be—offer effective healing prescriptions? We soon discover that they don't have the answer.

There is One, however, who does mend broken hearts—"the Father of mercies and God of all comfort." If you struggle today
beneath a crushing weight of sorrow, pour out your sorrows to the "God of all comfort." He alone can give relief to your aching soul.
He alone can mend your broken heart.—P R. Van Gorder

WHEN GOD ALLOWS EXTRAORDINARY TRIALS, HE GIVES EXTRAORDINARY COMFORT.
2 Corinthians 1:7
Pass It On

I've noticed through the years that those who have suffered are quick to comfort other sufferers. When a young couple suffers the
loss of a child, another couple who also lost a child in the past asks if they can help. If a couple loses their main income, almost
immediately another couple steps forward to offer their aid, remembering their own journey through foreclosure years earlier. Again
and again we see the body of Christ supporting and encouraging one another. These Christians have learned that they can use the
trials they’ve been through to reach out to others going through similar difficulties.

Have you been sick? Lost a loved one? Been imprisoned? Unfairly treated? In all of our trials, God promises to bring something
good out of even our darkest moments (James 1:2-4). One key way this takes place is when we share the comfort He offered us
with those who are now going through trials.

As Paul points out in 2 Corinthians 1:3-7, we are comforted by a Savior who knows our suffering, and we honor Him when we pass
His comfort on to still others.

May we never leave someone to suffer alone. If we know the trail another is on, God will help us to guide that person to His
presence—the surest comfort of all.— by Randy Kilgore

Dear Lord, help us to step forward when

others around us are suffering trials similar to
what we’ve been through. Enable us to be a
comfort, as You have been to us in the past.
God comforts us so that we can comfort others.
2 Corinthians 1:8

With patience in His love I'll rest,

And whisper that He knoweth best,

Then, clinging to that guiding hand,

A weakling, in His strength I'll stand. - Pentecost

Think less of the power of things over you and more of the power of Christ in you.



2 Corinthians 1:8
Pressure-Produced Power
We were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life. (2 Corinthians 1:8).

The pressures of life can be overwhelming. A young man who is just beginning his career feels the pressure of doing his job well,
making the house and car payments, being a good husband and father, and making wise, long-range decisions. A working mother is
concerned about keeping the house neat, making sure that all the laundry gets done, maintaining job security, satisfying her
husband, and helping her teenagers become responsible adults.

Sometimes the stress gets to us, and we feel we can’t survive another day. But as Christians we can endure the strain successfully if
we view life’s pressure situations as opportunities for us to demonstrate God’s power. The following poem, which appeared in the
old publication Record of Faith, makes that point:

Pressed out of measure and pressed to all length;

Pressed so intensely, it seems beyond strength;

Pressed in the body, and pressed in the soul;

Pressed in the mind till the dark surges roll.

Pressure by foes, and pressure from friends,

Pressure on pressure, ill life nearly ends.

Pressed into knowing no helper but God;

Pressed into loving the staff and the rod;

Pressed into living a life in the Lord;

Pressed into living a Christ-life outpoured.

Under pressure? Sure. We all are. But we can be victorious if we let that pressure teach us to live in the power of Christ! - D.C.E.
With Patience

With patience in His love I'll rest,

And whisper that He knoweth best,

Then, clinging to that guiding hand,

A weakling, in His strength I'll stand.

- Pentecost

Think less of the power of things over you and more of the power of Christ in you.
2 Corinthians 1:9

When The Journey Gets Tough

In August 2009, Blair and Ronna Martin lost their energetic 9-year-old son Matti when he was dragged to his death by a family cow. |
had a chance to meet this Kenai, Alaska, family and share in their grief. And | know how tough this tragedy has been for them.

| also know that they are seeking God’s care and comfort for their pain. An observation made by Matti’'s mom is valuable for anyone
walking through one of life’s valleys. During one of her down times, Ronna was reading 2 Corinthians 1:9, which says that “we
should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead.” She felt as if Jesus were telling her, “Ronna, | know the journey has
been too much for you, and you are bone-weary. Do not be ashamed of your exhaustion. Instead, see it as an opportunity for Me to
take charge of your life.”

When the journey gets too tough to navigate, 2 Corinthians 1:9 is a reminder to us that we don’t travel alone. We have the help of
the One who showed us His power in the resurrection, and who will demonstrate His power again when He raises believing loved



ones of all generations to eternal life. “My strength and my hope have to be in Christ alone,” Ronna said. That's a truth we all need
as we travel the journey God has for us.— by Dave Branon

When life’s journey gets so difficult

That it feels too much to bear,

Just remember, we don’t walk alone—

Our almighty God is there. —Sper

The storms of life remind us to take shelter in the loving arms of our Savior.
2 Corinthians 1:1-11

THE older | get, the more | marvel that | am still alive. | thought of this when a woman told me that one of her brothers had died from
typhoid fever after drinking water out of a creek. As a youngster, | read about pioneers and Indians and often imitated them by
drinking from the creek that ran through our cow pasture. And during a polio epidemic | often put my head inside the oxygen tents to
talk with and pray for dying people. Being somewhat clumsy, I've had a number of falls from barn rafters and roofs. And I've made
some blunders as a driver. But | am still alive. God didn't let typhoid fever, polio, accidents, or anything else take me from this world.
| really believe that a child of God will not die until his or her work is done.

This confidence should not lead to carelessness, however. We must never presume on God, thinking that He will protect us no
matter what we do. It is possible, according to Ecclesiastes 7:17, for wicked and foolish people to die before their time. Paul lived
confidently, but he wasn't foolhardy or reckless. He asked God's people to pray for him. On one occasion he allowed friends to help
him elude his enemies who tried to capture him in Damascus (2 Corinthians 11:32, 33).

God cares for us, and that gives us comfort and confidence. But we have a responsibility to be careful! The unmistakable message
from Scripture is this: "You are cared for, but be careful!" —H V Lugt

2 Corinthians 1:1-11

A WOMAN with a beautiful singing voice took lessons for several years from an outstanding teacher. Although she learned to sing
every note perfectly, her performances were cold and mechanical.

One day her teacher told her: "My dear, | have taught you all | know; yet you lack one thing that | cannot supply. Something will have
to come into your life that will break your heart. Only then will you be able to sing with feeling!"

Sir Malcolm Sargent (1895-1967), the outstanding orchestra conductor, found this principle to be true in his own life. Early in his
career he battled tuberculosis. After he regained his health, his thirteen-year-old daughter was stricken with polio.

One night, as he was about to conduct Handel's Messiah, he was handed a note that read, "Your daughter Pamela is dying." With
tears in his eyes, he directed the orchestra and choir through such tender passages as "Comfort ye, comfort ye My people." Not only
did he find strength from God's Word set to music, but his sorrows produced in him a deep feeling that flowed through his
conducting.

Life may hold bitter experiences for us, but God can use them to help us understand the suffering that others go through and to
minister to their needs.

2 Corinthians 1:11
“Now He that hath wrought us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given us the earnest of the Spirit” 2 Corinthians 5:5)

This is a fascinating concept and a wonderful reality. The indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of the believer is said to be
an “earnest’—that is, a pledge or deposit—on an ultimate fulfillment of a magnificent promise from God Himself. The word translated
“earnest” (Greek arabown), translated “pledge” in the Old Testament (see Genesis 38:17-20).

Now if the guiding presence of God, through the Holy Spirit, is merely an earnest payment, the fulfilment must be glorious beyond
comprehension. This “selfsame thing,” as our test calls it, is a wonderful “house which is from heaven,” the spiritual body we shall
receive when we go to be with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:1,2).

The phrase also occurs in 2 Corinthians 1:11: “Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our hearts.” In context,
the earnest payment here is associated with the “sealing” of God and the assurance that “all the promises of God in Him are yea,
and in Him amen” (2 Corinthians 1:20).



The third and last use of this word in the New Testament is in Ephesians 1:13,14: “.in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession.” We
are “joint-heirs with Christ” (Romans 8:17, and He is to inherit all things.

Thus, the Holy Spirit, a present possession of all who have received Christ as Savior, is also God’s pledge of a glorious future—a
perfect body, a great inheritance and the certain fulfillment of all of God’s gracious promises. - HMM

2 Corinthians 1:20

Promises You Can Bank On

Read: 2 Chronicles 6:1-11

For all the promises of God in [Christ] are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God through us. —2 Corinthians 1:20

After a global financial crisis, the US government enacted stricter laws to protect people from questionable banking practices. Banks
had to change some of their policies to comply. To notify me of such changes, my bank sent me a letter. But when | got to the end |
had more questions than answers. The use of phrases like “we may” and “at our discretion” certainly didn’t sound like anything |
could depend on!

In contrast, the Old Testament quotes God as saying “I will” numerous times. God promises David: “I will set up your seed after you,
who will come from your body, and | will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for My name, and | will establish the throne of
his kingdom forever” (2 Sam. 7:12-13). No uncertainty in those words. Recognizing God’s faithfulness to His promises, King
Solomon says in his prayer of dedication for the temple: “You have kept what You promised Your servant David my father; You have
both spoken with Your mouth and fulfilled it with Your hand” (2 Chron. 6:15). Centuries later, the apostle Paul said that all of God’s
promises are “yes” in Christ (2 Cor. 1:20).

In a world of uncertainty, our trust is in a faithful God who will always keep His promises.
Whatever trouble may assail,

Of this we can be sure:

God’s promises can never fail,

They always will endure. —Hess

Faith knows that God always performs what He promises.

2 Corinthians 2

2 Corinthians 2

= 2 Corinthians 1:12-22
= 2 Corinthians 2:1-11

= 2 Corinthians 2:1-11

= 2 Corinthians 2:1-11

= 2 Corinthians 2:8

= 2 Corinthians 2:11

= 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6
= 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6
= 2 Corinthians 2:12-17
= 2 Corinthians 2:14

= 2 Corinthians 2:14-17
= 2 Corinthians 2:14-17
= 2 Corinthians 2:14-17
= 2 Corinthians 2:14-3:3
= 2 Corinthians 2:15

Welcome Home!

Forgive and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one be swallowed up with too much sorrow. —2 Corinthians 2:7
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Today's Scripture: 2 Corinthians 2:1-11

For many teenagers who run away, returning home isn’'t always all they had hoped for. More than a few 15-year-olds have been
confronted by a father who has snarled, “I don’t know if | can ever forgive you. It's bad enough that you've given your mother
migraines ever since you outgrew the backyard. But now you've done it. Coming home doesn’t change the fact that you're just a
dirty little delinquent.”

Our attitude toward the delinquent in the family of God should be quite different. In 2 Corinthians 2, Paul told how to receive a
repentant Christian back into the fellowship of the church (vv.6-8).

From what he said, we can draw this conclusion: When a Christian returns after falling into sin and being separated from the
fellowship of God’'s people, we must avoid a well-you've-really-done-it-this-time attitude. Instead, we should convey love,
acceptance, and a desire to see him fully restored (Galatians 6:1). That’s not to say we’re to take his disobedience lightly. We should
long for his spiritual health just as parents want to see their child avoid the consequences of delinquent behavior. But when a person
sincerely repents and comes back to the Lord, the best way to help him is to give him a warm “Welcome home!” By: Mart

Lord, speak to me, that | may speak

In living echoes of Thy tone;

As Thou has sought, so let me seek

Thy erring children lost and lone. —Havergal

The backslider who turns back to the Lord needs the backing of the church.

Ring The Bell
| urge you to reaffirm your love to him. —2 Corinthians 2:8
Today's Scripture: 2 John 1:1-6

The story is told of a king who had a silver bell placed in a high tower of his palace early in his reign. He announced that he would
ring the bell whenever he was happy so that his subjects would know of his joy.

The people listened for the sound of that silver bell, but it remained silent. Days turned into weeks, and weeks into months, and
months into years. But no sound of the bell rang out to indicate that the king was happy.

The king grew old and gray, and eventually he lay on his deathbed in the palace. As some of his weeping subjects gathered around
him, he discovered that he had really been loved by his people all through the years. At last the king was happy. Just before he died,
he reached up and pulled the rope that rang the silver bell.

Think of it—a lifetime of unhappiness because he didn’t know that he was warmly loved and accepted by his loyal subjects.

Like that monarch, many lonely souls live out their days without the joy of knowing they are loved and appreciated by others. Do you
know people who need an encouraging word? If so, tell them how much they mean to you. It may be just what's needed to bring joy
into their lives. By: Richard DeHaan (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MI. — Reprinted by permission. All
rights reserved)

Someone gave me a cheering word
Of which | was in need,

And faith was bolstered once again
By just that tiny deed. —Sheldon

The human spirit rings with hope at the sound of an encouraging word.

2 Corinthians 2:11

Not Ignorant - General George Patton of World War |l fame was seldom at a loss for words. What he said during a battle in North
Africa may be legend, but it typifies the man. Patton’s troops and tanks were engaged in a successful counterattack of German
forces under General Erwin Rommel. Patton is reported to have shouted in the thick of the battle, “I read your book, Rommel! | read
your book!” And that he did. In Rommel’s book Infantry Attacks, the famed “Desert Fox” carefully detailed his military strategy. And
Patton, having read it and knowing what to expect, planned his moves accordingly.
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Satan has authored no book. God, however, has exposed our enemy’s tactics in His Holy Word. Here are but a few of his subtle
strategies:

=« Quote Scripture to lead us astray (Mt 4:6).

= Afflict the body (2Cor. 12:7).

= Pluck away the seed of the Word (Mark 4:15).
= Tempt by impure thoughts (1Cor 7:5).

= Tempt by pride (1Ti 3:6).

= Hinder through circumstances (1Thes 2:18).

= Seduce by pleasure (1Ti 5:11,15).

= Severely buffet in a crisis (Luke 22:31).

= Tempt to hypocrisy and lying (Acts 5:3).

The name Satan means adversary. He is also described as “the accuser of our brethren” (Rev 12:10) and “a murderer from the
beginning” and a liar (John 8:44). Study these passages and plan your defense. Be always on the alert. Submit to God and resist
the devil. Victory can be yours, but first you must know your enemy so you can recognize his strategy. - D J DeHaan (Our Daily

Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

2Cor 2:14
Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ (2 Corinthians 2:14).

As British writer Guy King stood on a railroad station platform waiting for a train from London, another train pulled into the station
from the opposite direction. Members of a soccer team returning from a game in another city got off. News had not yet reached
home as to the outcome of the game, so those awaiting the team didn't know if they had won or lost. A small boy wiggled his way
through the crowd and asked one of the players the score. As soon as he heard it, he ran excitedly up and down the platform
shouting, "We won! We won!" That youngster was brimming with joy because he identified himself with the players. In one sense,
their victory was his victory.

We too can participate in a great celebration because Jesus won the victory over sin nearly two thousand years ago. He paid sin's
penalty by dying on the cross, and He broke its power by rising from the dead. We share in His victory through faith because "as He
is, so are we in this world" (1John 4:17). He is the conquering Savior before whom no foe can stand. We can thank God "who always
leads us in triumph in Christ" (2 Cor 2:14).

Victory, not defeat, should be the norm in the Christian life. God sees every believer as being in Christ, whom He raised from the
dead and seated "at His right hand ... , far above all principality and power" (Eph 1:20,21). Because He is the Victor and we are "in

Him," we too can be victorious over sin. —P R Van Gorder. (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. —
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

We can be "more than conquerors" when we yield ourselves to the all-conquering Christ.

A Mysterious Fragrance
We are to God the fragrance of Christ. —2 Corinthians 2:15
Today's Scripture: 2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6

Most of us can think of someone—perhaps a relative or a friend—who is known for a particular perfume she wears. Even without
seeing her, we know when she’s nearby. Wordlessly, her fragrance welcomes us into her company.

Every Christian should also be known for wearing a particular perfume—the fragrance of Christ. But it can’t be bought at a cosmetic
counter. It can’t even be bottled and sold by the church. This mysterious perfume rises always and only out of our inner communion
with Christ and wafts a subtle yet noticeable influence toward others.

Someone said about a Christian in his small town, “That man never crosses my pathway without me being better for it!” Another
remarked of him, “You need only shake his hand to know that he is full of God.” Most likely, this admired believer had given a verbal
witness at some point. But without the perfume of Christ, his witness would not have been empowered by the Spirit (2 Cor. 3:6).

The apostle Paul asked, “Who is sufficient for these things?” (2:16). The answer is plain: Our fragrance, our entire sufficiency, is from
Christ alone, not from ourselves. What fragrance will you be wearing today? By: Joanie Yoder (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC
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Ministries, Grand Rapids. MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Oh, make me, Lord, so much like Thee,

My life controlled by power divine,

That | a shining light may be

From which Thy grace may ever shine. —Robertson

If you walk with Christ, others will sense His presence with you.

The Scent Of Flowers
We are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved. —2 Corinthians 2:15
Today's Scripture: 2 Corinthians 2:12-17

| was visiting a cattle ranch outside of Memphis. As my friend and | walked to the barn, he took a deep breath and commented,
“Doesn’t it smell great? | love coming out here. The sights and smells are wonderful!”

| didn’t think so. Having grown up in the city, | told him | thought it smelled like something had died. He laughed. What had the odor
of life to him smelled like death to me.

This reminds me of what the apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians about how people respond to the gospel of Christ. As we, His
followers, journey through life, we proclaim the good news about Christ by our holiness and testimony. And our message is received
in one of two ways.

To those who hear and believe, the story of Christ is a sweet, welcome aroma (2 Cor. 2:15-16). But to those who reject Him, it has
the repulsive odor of death. The gospel forces them to face the thought of death and eternity, which terrifies them.

The bouquet of flowers that reminds some people of a pleasant spring garden reminds others of a funeral home. The message of
salvation through Christ is the smell of death to those who do not accept Him. But to those who believe in Jesus, it is the wonderful
perfume of life. By: David C. Egner (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All
rights reserved)

| want to be a fruitful Christian,

Winning precious souls for Thee,
Telling them of how my Savior

Gave His life to set them free. —Ozbun

Do others sense the fragrance of Christ when they're with you?

2Cor 2:14

British writer Guy King told of standing on a railroad station platform, waiting for a train from London. Another train pulled into the
station from the opposite direction, and the members of a soccer team got out. The players were returning from a game in another
city News had not reached home as to the outcome of the game, so those awaiting the team didn't know if they had won or lost. A
small boy wiggled his way through the crowd and asked one of the players the score. As soon as he heard it, he ran excitedly up
and down the platform shouting, "We won! We won!" That youngster was brimming with joy because he identified himself with the
players. In one sense, their victory was his victory.

You and | can live triumphantly because almost 2,000 years ago Jesus paid sin's penalty by dying on the cross and broke its power
by rising from the dead. We share in His victory through faith. Friend, we won! We won! —P R. Van Gorder (Our_Daily Bread,
Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

WE ARE MORE THAN CONQUERORS THROUGH THE ALL-CONQUERING CHRIST.

Signature Scent
Through us [God] diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. — 2 Corinthians 2:14
Today's Scripture: 2 Corinthians 2:14-17

You can’t see it, hear it, or touch it, but scent is powerful. The smell of things like crayons, petunias, and colognes evoke memories
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that transport me to the past and bring to mind people and places | might not otherwise recall.

Some celebrities have fragrances named after them. Fans can identify with an actress or singer by dabbing on the scent bearing her
name. Along those lines, Ladies Home Journal published a quiz to help readers determine the perfect fragrance for them. The idea
is that every woman, to be memorable, should have a specific scent associated with her.

The idea of a signature scent is not new. God introduced it as part of worship. In the tabernacle, a certain scent was to be
associated with the Lord (Ex. 30:34-35). The people were forbidden to use this fragrance for anything but worship (vv.37-38).

This idea continues under the new covenant, but with a stunning difference. Instead of using incense to make people think of Him,
God uses Christians as His “signature scent” to the world (2 Cor. 2:14-15). The fact that God identifies Himself with us in such a
powerful way is a truly humbling thought, and causes me to ask, “What do people think about God as a result of being around me?”

By: Julie Ackerman Link (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids. Ml. — Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved)

When we’ve been alone with Jesus,
There’s a difference others know;

And to them it’s like a fragrance

That we leave where’er we go. —Hess

A life lived for God has a pleasing aroma.

Sweet Scent
Thanks be to God, who . . . uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere. 2 Corinthians 2:14
Today's Scripture & Insight: 2 Corinthians 2:14—-16

Author Rita Snowden tells a delightful story about visiting a small village in Dover, England. Sitting outside a café one afternoon
enjoying a cup of tea, she became aware of a beautiful scent. Rita asked a waiter where it was coming from, and was told it was the
people she could see passing by. Most of the villagers were employed at a nearby perfume factory. As they walked home, they
carried the fragrance that permeated their clothes out into the street.

What a beautiful image of the Christian life! As the apostle Paul says, we are the aroma of Christ, spreading His fragrance
everywhere (2 Cor. 2:15). Paul uses the image of a king returning from battle, his soldiers and captives in tow, wafting the smell of
celebratory incense in the air, declaring the king’s greatness (v. 14).

We spread the aroma of Christ in two ways. First, through our words: telling others about the One who is beautiful. Second, through
our lives: doing deeds of Christlike sacrifice (Eph. 5:1-2). While not everyone will appreciate the divine fragrance we share, it will
bring life to many.

Rita Snowden caught a scent and was driven to seek its source. As we follow Jesus we too become permeated with His fragrance,
and we carry His aroma into the streets through our words and deeds. By: Sheridan Voysey (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC
Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Lord Jesus, make us carriers and communicators of Your beauty to the people in our homes, offices, and neighborhoods.

We are the aroma of Christ to others.

2Cor 2:15.

F B Meyer

Our Daily Homily

We are a sweet savor of Christ unto God. (r.v.)

The idea is borrowed from an ancient Roman triumph, which to the eyes of the world of that day was the most glorious spectacle
which the imagination could conceive. The apostle compares himself first to one of the prisoners led in long chains behind the
conquerors chariot; then to a servant bearing incense; and lastly to the incense itself that rose all along the line of the procession.

Nothing touches the sense more quickly than sweet odors, unless it be noxious ones; and they almost instantly recall some scene of
the past with which they were indissolubly associated. For instance, the scent of new-mown hay will carry us off to merry scenes in
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the far away days of childhood. Thus the apostle wished that his life might be a sweet perfume, floating on the air, reminding men,
and above all reminding God, of Christ. It was as though he said, “I desire so to live that | may perpetually remind God of the
obedience, sacrifice, and devotion of the Lord Jesus, so that my words and deeds may recall to His heart similar ones in the earthly
life of Jesus.”

A sweet savor of Christ! It does not consist so much in what we do, but in our manner of doing it; not so much in our words or
deeds, as in an indefinable sweetness, tenderness, courtesy, unselfishness, and desire to please others to their edification. It is the
breath and fragrance of a life hidden with Christ in God, and deriving its aroma from fellowship with Him. Wrap the habits of your
soul in the sweet lavender of your Lord’s character.

The secret of abounding joy in self-sacrifice is the happy consciousness, such as Enoch had, that we have pleased God. To have
this is to secure deliverance from self-consciousness.

The Fragrance of Christ
We are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ. 2 Corinthians 2:15
Today's Scripture & Insight: 2 Corinthians 2:14-17

Which of the five senses brings back your memories most sharply? For me it is definitely the sense of smell. A certain kind of sun oil
takes me instantly to a French beach. The smell of chicken mash brings back childhood visits to my grandmother. A hint of pine says
“Christmas,” and a certain kind of aftershave reminds me of my son’s teenage years.

Paul reminded the Corinthians that they were the aroma of Christ: “For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ” (2 Cor. 2:15).
He may have been referring to Roman victory parades. The Romans made sure everyone knew they had been victorious by burning
incense on altars throughout the city. For the victors, the aroma was pleasing; for the prisoners it meant certain slavery or death. So
as believers, we are victorious soldiers. And when the gospel of Christ is preached, it is a pleasing fragrance to God.

As the aroma of Christ, what perfumes do Christians bring with them as they walk into a room? It's not something that can be
bought in a bottle or a jar. When we spend a lot of time with someone, we begin to think and act like that person. Spending time with
Jesus will help us spread a pleasing fragrance to those around us. By: Marion Stroud (Qur Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries,
Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Lord, please shape my thoughts and actions so people may sense that | have been with You.

When we walk with God, people will notice.

Sweet Fragrance
We are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. —2 Corinthians 2:15
Today's Scripture & Insight:2 Corinthians 2:12-17

Some scents are unforgettable. Recently, my husband mentioned he was running low on shaving cream. “I'll pick some up,” |
offered. “Can you get this kind?” he asked, showing me the can. “I love the smell—it's the kind my dad always used.” | smiled,
recalling the time | had been momentarily taken back to my childhood when | got a whiff of the same shampoo my mom used to
wash my hair. For both Tom and me, the fragrances had brought an emotional response and pleasant memory of people we loved
who were no longer around.

Oliver Wendell Holmes said, “Memories, imagination, old sentiments, and associations are more readily reached through the sense
of smell than through any other channel.”

So, what if our lives were a fragrance that attracted people to God? Second Corinthians 2:15 says that “we are to God the fragrance
of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing.” Our fragrance is pleasing to God, but it also
attracts others to Him or repels them. We who understand the sacrifice of Jesus have the opportunity to be the “fragrance of
Christ"—a reminder of Him—to others.

The sweet scent of the likeness of Christ can be an irresistible pull toward the Savior. Cindy Hess Kasper Qur Daily Bread,
Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Let my hands perform His bidding,
Let my feet run in His ways,
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Let my eyes see Jesus only,
Let my lips speak forth His praise. —James

When we walk with God, we leave behind a sweet fragrance that can inspire others to follow.

They Smelled Like Christ
For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved. 2 Corinthians 2:15
Today's Scripture & Insight: 2 Corinthians 2:14—-17

Hot and dusty, Bob dismounted from the bus he had ridden to a city far from home. He was tired from a long day of travel and
grateful that he would be able to have dinner with friends of friends who lived in the area. They welcomed him in, and he
immediately felt a sense of peace. He felt at home, comfortable, safe, and valued.

Later, wondering why he had felt such peace in an unfamiliar place, Bob found an answer in 2 Corinthians. The apostle Paul
describes people who follow God as having the “pleasing aroma of Christ.” “That’'s exactly it!” Bob said to himself. His hosts had
“smelled like” Christ.

When Paul says that God leads His people in Christ’s “triumphal procession” spreading the fragrance of His truth, he’s referring to a
practice in the ancient world. Victorious armies would burn incense as they marched through the streets. For their supporters, the
smell brought joy. In the same way, Paul says the people of God carry a pleasing fragrance to those who believe. It isn’'t something
we create on our own but something God gives as He leads us in spreading the knowledge of Him.

Bob is my dad, and that trip to a faraway town took place more than forty years ago, but he’s never forgotten it. He’s still telling the

story of the people who smelled like Christ. By: Amy Peterson (Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. —
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Heavenly Father, thank You for leading Your people in triumph and spreading the fragrance of Your truth through us.

Who smells like Christ to you?

Posies
We are to God the fragrance of Christ. —2 Corinthians 2:15
Today's Scripture: 2 Corinthians 2:14-17

One morning | was looking at a bouquet of flowers in a vase on an old carpenter’s bench in front of our “window on the world.” |
realized the bouquet was spent; its leaves had wilted and the blossoms were falling.

The same morning | also read George Herbert and quite by “accident” came across his poem titled “Life.” In it Herbert talks about a
“posy” (a bouquet of flowers) he gathered so that he could smell the fragrance. But, as he put it, “Time did beckon to the flowers,
and they by noon most cunningly did steal away, and withered in my hand.”

The loss of his flowers caused him at first to see “time’s gentle admonition.” Herbert wrote that it “{/made] my mind to smell my fatal
day; yet sugaring the suspicion.” Yet even as the wilted flowers reminded him of his own death, he found in the metaphor something
that sweetened the thought. Herbert concluded:

Farewell dear flowers, sweetly your time ye spent,
Fit, while ye lived, for smell or ornament,

And after death for cures.

| follow straight without complaints or grief,

Since if my scent be good, | care not, if

It be as short as yours.

What wisdom in this poem! Our time, however short, may be spent “sweetly”’—a sweet fragrance of Christ to others (2 Cor. 2:14-16).
Should not this be our prayer each day as we arise? David H. Roper (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids. MI.
— Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

A godly life is a fragrance that draws others to Christ.

A Pleasing Aroma
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We are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ. 2 Corinthians 2:15
Today's Scripture & Insight: 2 Corinthians 2:12—17

A perfumer who works in New York declares that she can recognize certain combinations of scents and guess the perfumer behind a
fragrance. With just a sniff she can say, “This is Jenny’s work.”

When writing to the followers of Christ in the city of Corinth, Paul at one point used an example that would have reminded them of a
victorious Roman army in a conquered city burning incense (2 Cor. 2:14). The general would come through first, followed by his
troops and then the defeated army. For the Romans, the aroma of the incense meant victory; for the prisoners, it meant death.

Paul said we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ’s victory over sin. God has given us the fragrance of Christ Himself so we can
become a sweet-smelling sacrifice of praise. But how can we live so we spread this pleasing fragrance to others? We can show
generosity and love, and we can share the gospel with others so they can find the way to salvation. We can allow the Spirit to display
through us His gifts of love, joy, and kindness (Gal. 5:22-23).

Do others observe us and say, “This is Jesus’s work”? Are we allowing Him to spread His fragrance through us and then telling
others about Him? He is the Ultimate Perfumer—the most exquisite fragrance there will ever be. By: Keila Ochoa (Qur Daily Bread,

Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Do others recognize the work of God in my life? Am | spreading the fragrance of Christ? How?

A godly life is a fragrance that draws others to Christ.

They Smelled Like Christ
For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved. 2 Corinthians 2:15
Today's Scripture & Insight: 2 Corinthians 2:14—17

Hot and dusty, Bob dismounted from the bus he had ridden to a city far from home. He was tired from a long day of travel and
grateful that he would be able to have dinner with friends of friends who lived in the area. They welcomed him in, and he
immediately felt a sense of peace. He felt at home, comfortable, safe, and valued.

Later, wondering why he had felt such peace in an unfamiliar place, Bob found an answer in 2 Corinthians. The apostle Paul
describes people who follow God as having the “pleasing aroma of Christ.” “That’s exactly it!” Bob said to himself. His hosts had
“smelled like” Christ.

When Paul says that God leads His people in Christ’s “triumphal procession” spreading the fragrance of His truth, he’s referring to a
practice in the ancient world. Victorious armies would burn incense as they marched through the streets. For their supporters, the
smell brought joy. In the same way, Paul says the people of God carry a pleasing fragrance to those who believe. It isn’'t something
we create on our own but something God gives as He leads us in spreading the knowledge of Him.

Bob is my dad, and that trip to a faraway town took place more than forty years ago, but he’s never forgotten it. He’s still telling the
story of the people who smelled like Christ. By: Amy Peterson (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. —

Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Heavenly Father, thank You for leading Your people in triumph and spreading the fragrance of Your truth through us.

Who smells like Christ to you?

A Fragrance and a Letter
We are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ. 2 Corinthians 2:15
Today's Scripture & Insight: 2 Corinthians 2:14-3:3

Every time | get close to a rosebush or a bouquet of flowers, I'm unable to resist the temptation to pull a flower toward my nose to
savor the fragrance. The sweet aroma lifts up my heart and triggers good feelings within me.

Writing to the Christians in Corinth centuries ago, the apostle Paul says that because we belong to Christ, God “uses us to spread
the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere” (2 Cor. 2:14). Through His strength we can live a victorious life, exchanging our
selfishness for His love and kindness and proclaiming the goodness of His salvation. When we do this, we are indeed a sweet
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fragrance to God.

Paul then switches to a second image, describing Christians as a “letter from Christ” (3:3). The letter of our lives is not written with
ordinary ink, but by the Spirit of God. God changes us by writing His Word on our hearts for others to read.

Both word pictures encourage us to allow the beauty of Christ to be seen in us so we can point people to Him. He is the One who,
as Paul wrote in Ephesians 5:2, “loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” By: Lawrence
Darmani (Qur Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Lord, let Your splendor fill my life, that | may draw people to You. Help me walk in the way that spreads the fragrance of Your love to
others.

Our actions speak louder than our words.

The Sweet Aroma of Christ

We are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. 2 Corinthians
2:15

Today's Scripture & Insight: 2 Corinthians 2:14—17

| knew a rancher who lived near Lometa, Texas. His two grandsons were my best friends. We would go into town with him and follow
him around while he shopped and chatted with the folks he knew. He knew them all by name and he knew their stories. He'd stop
here and there and ask about a sick child or a difficult marriage, and he’d offer a word of encouragement or two. He would share
Scripture and pray if it seemed the right thing to do. I'll never forget the man. He was something special. He didn’t force his faith on
anyone, but he always seemed to leave it behind.

The elderly rancher had about him what Paul would call the sweet “aroma of Christ” (2 Corinthians 2:15). God used him to “spread
the aroma of the knowledge of [Christ]” (v. 14). He’s gone to be with God now, but his fragrance lingers on in Lometa.

C. S. Lewis wrote, “There are no ordinary people. You have never talked with a mere mortal.” Put another way, every human contact
has eternal consequences. Every day we have opportunities to make a difference in the lives of people around us through the quiet
witness of a faithful and gentle life or through encouraging words to a weary soul. Never underestimate the effect a Christlike life can
have on others. David H. Roper (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All
rights reserved)

What do you think about the statement, “There are no neutral contacts”? What difference could it make in the way you view every
contact and conversation throughout the day?

Fill me, Holy Spirit, with love, gentleness, and kindness toward others.

Read Compassion: Learning to Love Like Jesus at DiscoverySeries.org/Q0208.

What Does Your Life Say?

You are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read by all men. —2 Corinthians 3:2

Today's Scripture: 2 Corinthians 2:14-3:3

A woman asked an acquaintance whose husband had recently died, “Did he have any last words?”
“No,” said the widow. “He slipped away so quickly that we didn’t have a chance to talk about anything.”
“How sad,” the friend replied. “It must break your heart.”

The widow graciously responded, “Oh, don’t feel sorry for me. | have something better. | recall so well the night he testified in church
about his faith in Christ. | also have the wonderful memory of his consistent life that spoke far more effectively of his devotion to God
than a few comforting comments in his final moments.”

It's wonderful to have that kind of testimony. In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul used two word pictures to describe the type of
influence we should have on those around us. Our lives are to be a fragrance, sweet to believers but repulsive to the unsaved (2
Cor. 2:14-17). And we are to be like living letters that speak well of our Lord and the gospel (3:2-3).

A deathbed testimony of one’s faith can bring comfort to those who sorrow, but a faithful life is even better. That's something to keep
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in mind as we evaluate how our lives are being viewed by others. At our own death the testimony of our lives will say even more
than our final words! By: Richard DeHaan (Qur Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. — Reprinted by

permission. All rights reserved)

O help us, Lord, to serve You well
And live a life so true

That when we die our friends may say,
"His life spoke well for You." —DJD

The memory of a faithful life speaks more eloquently than words.

The God Of Victory
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. —Romans 12:21
Today's Scripture: 2 Corinthians 2:14-17

In Greek mythology, Nike was the goddess of victory. Nike fought on the side of the Olympian gods, gaining a victory over the
mighty Titans. As a result, she became a symbol of winning. But Nike’s alleged powers were not just limited to warfare. She also
became a favorite goddess of athletes who wanted to win in competitive sports. The Romans adopted her into their worship and
gave her the Latin name Victoria.

In the Greco-Roman world where Paul taught, victory was highly valued. So when he expressed Christian truth, he used words his
audience could understand. In his letters, he described Christ as the One who leads us in a military procession of triumph (2 Cor.
2:14-17) and compared the Christian life to someone training for the ancient Olympic games (1 Cor. 9:24-27).

Paul also used the word for victory in reference to our struggles with those who intentionally hurt us. “Overcome [be a victor over]
evil with good” (Rom. 12:21). This may mean returning kindness for spite or respectfully setting limits on evil behavior. In either
case, an attitude of love cannot be generated in our own strength. But in Christ, we have divine power that ancient pagans could
only hope for. Jesus Christ is the genuine God of victory. By: Dennis Fisher (Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand
Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Through trials we learn to overcome,
Through Christ our victories are won